March 25th, 2012

Hi

Well, quite a number of things have happened, or are happening. 
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Uncle Bruce left last Monday morning for some town in the north of China via Beijing airport. The afternoon before he left, we walked along the 'Ping Shan trail', a heritage trail about 1 km in length that begins at a pagoda next to the main Tin Shui Wai railway station. It was at one time a village established by people from the Tang clan who left northern China about 1100 years ago at the end of the Tang dynasty (~ 600 - 900 AD). A number of the buildings that were built over time have been renovated. Quite interesting. Because it is so close, I had always intended to visit it but had never done so. 


Also last Sunday, the King of the small Pacific island nation of Tonga (population just 106 000), George Tupou V, died in a HK hospital where he was receiving treatment. The Tongan Rugby 7s team was also in HK then for the 7s this weekend; they are to wear black arm bands. 


On Tuesday, I signed the contract to lease the flat. The lease is for two years but either party has the right to terminate it near the in the 11th month. The lease begins at the end of the month. However, the real estate company gave me a key for the flat, so a couple of days later, I went over and measured the place in order to ensure furniture will fit as, being a HK flat, it is not very big. The lease here in the hotel ends at the end of May, so there is a two-month overlap and I will gradually shift during this period. 


Unfortunately, the two-month shift from here corresponds to the time when there will be a lot of work to do on the Singapore books following their return to the publisher following a Ministry of Education review. I think this will happen in about a week. Rather annoying as they were supposed to have been returned earlier in March which was the reason I was not able to go to Hawaii. Not that I had nothing to do as I was very busy doing the teachers' guides. 


On Thursday morning I went to the dentist again for further root canal treatment. It is starting to cost a lot now, with this session being about $640. There are two more treatments to put a crown on the tooth which is even more expensive. All this for one little tooth! 


On returning from the dentist, I felt exhausted. In fact since Uncle Bruce arrived, I have been not be feeling good and also rather tired. Not sleeping well - cannot stop thinking about the flat and all the things that have to be done. So I decided to do no exercise that day. However, on Friday night I had an excellent sleep, the best for a long time, so went for a run on Saturday morning. 


Yesterday was cool and dry a cold front had passed over HK). The run was not bad, and took 2 h 15 min and felt much better than the run last week. About three more runs left for the season. 


As mentioned above, the HK Rugby 7s is on this weekend. I watched some of it live on TV yesterday afternoon. It has been underway for about an hour today already (10 am now), but I have not turned on the TV yet. The format this year is different. There are essentially two tournaments in one. The first is for the teams already in the IRB World 7s competition. The other is for those who are not, but the incentive is that the countries that get the top three places will be allowed in next year's world 7s with all costs paid. 


This morning is also the time of the election for the next CE by the 1200 election committee. The election is underway now. For one of the three candidates to win, he has to receive at least 601 votes. But given all the scandals over the past few weeks, it is possible that this may not happen, with some of the electors already having stated that they will cast a blank vote. If such a situation arises, there will be a run-off election this afternoon with the two who receive the most votes. If this too is inconclusive, there will be a new election in May, when new people will be able to be nominated. 


HKU ran a popular unofficial vote on Friday and yesterday for the CE. People could cast their votes at a small number of places around HK and also online. Originally it was supposed to have been just on Friday, but hackers caused the HKU servers to crash so people, such as me, could not vote online. Hence HKU extended it to Saturday to allow more people to go to the polling stations to vote. On the radio news this morning, it was reported that about 230 000 people participated with most choosing the option 'none of the above' as their preferred candidate! 

That about it! 

Cheers

March 27th, 2011

Hi

Very little to write about this week. I am overwriting the letter from this week last year and I notice in that letter that I was just about to leave for NZ. Goodness, it doesn't seem like a year ago. The days just seem to pass more quickly now. This is actually correct. The recent big earthquake in Japan caused the Earth to wobble on its axis and spin a little faster, thus making the days shorter. However, only by 18 millionths of a second! 


The other day, the inquest into the Manila shootings last August ended with the Coroner’s jury returning its verdict. The Philippines government came out very badly. Nobody from the Philippines even came to HK to give evidence though 120 had been requested to do so. Ten eventually gave evidence via video link. The inquest was quite thorough even to the extent of making models of the bus and the surrounding area in which the incident happened. The detail on the bus was so accurate it was difficult to tell the difference between it and the real bus; it even included the 'chrome' spokes on the wheels, the colour and details of the seats and the signs painted on the sides. 


I went for my regular run yesterday. But the night before I had a terrible sleep. Kept looking at the clock and the last time I looked it was 3 am! and then I was up at 7 am. I thought this would make me too tired for the run but that was not so. The run was not too bad though not the fastest - 2 h 34 min. 


The HK Rugby 7s is taking place this weekend. Yesterday afternoon, I had the TV on though wasn't concentrating on all the games. Today, all the finals take place. They began at 9 am (75 min ago) though I have not switched on the TV yet. The HK team has had a very poor tournament and has just been knocked out (heard that on the 10 am radio news). I think SA will win as their performances have been impressive. In the Super Rugby tournament, the Crusaders next 'home' game is to be held in London! Because of the Christchurch earthquake, they cannot play there. Some home matches have been played at the very small ground in Nelson. I guess they can get a bigger crowd and hence more revenue by holding it in London.

Certainly a brief letter this week.  

Cheers
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